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• Wetland restoration
• Clear fell restoration – to open heathland
• Open habitat restoration – removal of non-native conifers and regeneration 

on open heath
• Ancient and Ornamental (A&O) Woodland restoration – removal of non-

natives, thinning. 
• Rhododendron control
• Bracken control
• Holly coppicing/ pollarding. Holly inclosures. 
• Verge restoration
• Species surveys

Millersford Bottom Mires (33): 

“This is a large area mostly occupied by humid heath in an area of sloping ground 
with a watercourse in the lower parts. The watercourse has been modified in the 
past which has resulted in damage to the associated wetland habitats but plans 
are in place to address this. So the units fails to meet targets for habitat extent as 
there are indications that the modification of the watercourse has resulted in loss 
of associated mire and wet grassland.”

Habitat restoration under the HLS scheme
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Heathland restoration - HLS New Forest
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“ To act as an independent consultative and advisory body focused on 
strategic and long-term freshwater and wetland restoration priorities in 
the New Forest. ” 

Freshwater and Wetland Restoration Forum



• Section 1 – Guidance

• Section 2 – Vision and outcomes

• Section 3 – Habitat descriptions

• Section 4 – Information sheets 

• Section 5 – Criteria for inclusion

• Section 6 – Pre-surveys

• Section 7 – Manual of techniques

• Section 8 – Measures of success

• Section 9 - Monitoring

New Forest Freshwater and Wetland 
Restoration Plan

New Forest Wetlands

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/833225f4a81047e3befbac795057eebc


Section 9 - Monitoring



Freshwater and Wetland Monitoring

Before

After



Trial sites – Picket Mire and Penny Moor

Picket Mire Penny Moor



Picket Mire – need for restoration 

Feature How to identify in the field

1.  Artificial drainage 
ditches within peat 
bogs

• Presence of straight watercourses with a uniform 
profile and without the complexity of natural shallow 
bog runnels.

• Characteristic wetland vegetation reduced in extent 
(refer to habitat descriptions)

• Terrestrialised ‘islands’ with scrub/conifers



2.  Headward erosion 
of channels in mires 
(“nick points”)

• Peat ‘waterfall’ and scoured pools within valley mires, 
with intact Valley Bog with diffuse runnels above and 
a defined stream channel below.



3.  Modified 
watercourses in 
floodplain lawns and 
woodland

• Straight watercourses lacking meanders
• Evidence of old meanders adjacent to straightened 

channels
• Remains of old spoil heaps along banks (although 

these may have eroded away)
• Lack of in-channel and marginal communities 

(including Poached and Disturbed Habitat).
• Deposition of gravel downstream



4.  Over-incision in 
streams (gullying)

• Vertical banks along most of the watercourse, 
deepened channel

• Presence of dry rather than wet acid 
grassland/heathland in floodplain

• “Waterfalls” from adjacent floodplain mires

5.  Side drains • Presence of perpendicular drains feeding into main 
watercourse

6.  Disconnect between 
watercourse and 
floodplain

• Incised channel with spoil indicating that movement 
between the watercourse channel and floodplain is 
inhibited.

• Most obvious in winter months/periods of peak flow.



7.  Infrastructure 
(culverts, vented 
causeways, bridge)

• Presence of infrastructure, including bank protection 
to reduce erosion and infrastructure in stream bed to 
slow flow



Picket Mire – restoration work 



Picket Mire – monitoring work 



Picket Mire – habitat survey 



Picket Mire – vegetation survey 







Picket Mire – fixed point photos 



Picket Mire – Physical features

Location
Height (m) Width (m)

2023 2025 2023 2025

A 0.7 0.53 0.53 1.0

B 0.93 0.51 0.2 0.6

C 1.06 0.4 0.5 1.38

D 1.35 0.1 1.3 2.4

E 1.5 0.5 1.1 0.9

F 1.85 0.7 0.8 0.6

G 0.84 0.15 0.55 3.0

H 0.25 0.25 1.28 1.28

I 0.2 0.2 0.22 0.22

J 0.59 0.2 0.46 2.8

K 0.53 0.01 0.9 2.8

L 0.17 0.16 3.0 3.0

M 0.38 0.35 1.10 1.10

Average 0.79 0.31 0.92 1.62

Channel dimensions







2024 sites

Penny Moor

Before After



2025 sites

Longdown

Anderwood





Picket Mire – determining site boundary


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23

