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Ø Breeding abundance and distribution trends primarily obtained via roving survey in May-June 2022, 
covering a block of woodland centred on Bolderwood and Rhinefield that covers nearly 40 km2.

Ø This was supplemented by a monthly survey that provided information on temporal distribution and 
detectability of target species through the year.

Ø Both surveys were effort-based, with the same two experienced observers using pre-determined transects 
over consistent time periods.   



Ø The total number of birds recorded during the roving survey remained relatively stable at around 2500 
birds, with an insignificant increase of just 8% between the 2009-11 and 2022 survey periods.

Ø Of the 21 surveyed species, nine increased, eight decreased, and four were broadly stable.



Wood Warbler

Ø 80-90% decrease since 2009-11 = very high risk of local extinction this decade

Ø 105 birds in 2009-11 and densities of 10-12 singing males per km2



Chiffchaff

Ø 30-40% decrease since 2009-11 = comparable to national trends

Ø Able to exploit a range of woodland habitats including new plantations



Tree Pipit

Ø 10% decrease since 2009-11 = comparable to UK trend

Ø However, the England trend shows a 42% decrease



Management implications

Ø Removal of non-native conifers will have significant impact on e.g. Siskin, Crossbill

Ø No evidence for assemblage-level impact of Goshawk and Pine Marten

Ø Blackcap and Bullfinch increasing despite high grazing pressure

Ø Long-distance summer migrants impacted by various intrinsic and extrinsic factors

Ø Woodlark, Grey Wagtail, and Spotted Flycatcher likely benefitting from restoration

Ø Plan is to repeat the survey in 2030…


