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Four species in one survey

© Rob Porter



Results in brief

• Curlew - declining

• Lapwing - surviving at 
a low ebb

• Snipe - doing well

• Redshank - on the 
verge of extinction 
from the New Forest SAC

© Andy Tew



195 1km squares surveyed 

… by 74 
volunteers



Survey methodology

• Three visits to each 1km 
survey square:

➢10 April – 30 April

➢1 May – 21 May

➢22 May – 22 June

• Early or late on mild, clear, 
dry days with little wind

• All records mapped, especially territorial birds

© Chris Rose



… print 
recording 
forms.

Easy system to choose square and



Recording 
forms sent in
quickly to track 
progress

… analysed 
with Andy Page

… curlew 
discussed with 
Elli Rivers



Results compared to 2019-21

2019-21 

territories 

found

2019-21 

1km squares 

occupied

2025 

territories 

found

2025 

1km squares 

occupied

Curlew 32-40 40 max 25-29 25

Lapwing 68 44 50-74 47

Snipe 181 90 255 117

Redshank 7 6 2 2



25-29 Curlew territories 
© Rob Porter



50-74 Lapwing territories 
© Rob Porter



255 Snipe territories 

© Mark Painter



2 Redshank territories © Rob Porter



Factors affecting abundance

Recreation management

Targeted predator control

Good habitat for nesting, and 
food for chicks and adults

Recruitment

No. of breeding attempts

Habitat management & restoration

Adult survival & 
past breeding success

New 
arrivals Local chick 

survival and 
return

Predation & 
disturbance

Weather & 
climate change
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Thanks to
• Andy Page, Orestis Aslanidis, 

Keith Betton, Robert Klaschka
• Elli Rivers (GWCT)
• 74 HOS volunteer surveyors

Full report on New Forest HLS website:
• www.hlsnewforest.org.uk/hls-new-forest-projects/surveys-

and-monitoring/wildlife

Hampshire Ornithological Society: www.hos.org.uk  
New members and volunteers welcome!

Nigel Matthews: nigel@matthews-online.co.uk 

© Darryl Gorman
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