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Purpose of surveys

e Survey and assessment of nightjar in the New Forest — a requirement of the Higher
Level Stewardship (HLS) agreement to monitor Special Protection Area (SPA) bird
species. The SPA is designated due to its importance for:

e Dartford warbler * Nightjar
* Honey buzzard * Woodlark
* Hobby * Wood warbler

* Hen harrier (over-wintering)
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Method

* 65 surveyors

154 transect routes

* 9pm - 11pm between end of May
and mid July

* Walk the transect at a steady
pace, stopping and listening for
birds every few minutes

All activity noted — churring, call,
wing clapping, flying
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Results

* 1,379 nightjar observations, of which 700
1033 were males

e 141 of 154 transects had nightjar

e 353 territorial males - 7.7% of the UK
population

600 -

500 +

400 -

300 A

e Decline on the results of 2018 which
recorded 435 territorial males
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Any questions?

hiwwt.org.uk For a wilder Hampshire & Isle of Wight



	Slide 1: New Forest Nightjar Survey 2023
	Slide 2: Purpose of surveys
	Slide 3: Method
	Slide 4: Results
	Slide 5
	Slide 6

