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Survey methodology

293 1km survey squares within SPA (+14 outside SPA)
[cf. 2019: 267 + 4]

103 survey volunteers [cf. 60 in 2029]
1-10 squares each

Two survey periods:
» 15 Feb — 31 Mar
» 1 Apr—31 May
Minimum of 1 visit during each
Early on mild, dry days with little wind
All records mapped, especially singing birds
Small backup team to cover illness etc.



Woodlark breeding habitats
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Woodlark territories located in 2024

* Within SPA:

— 260 found by surveyors in allocated squares
(cf. 167 in 2019)

— 64 additional territories outside of formal
methodology

— Total 324

* QOutside SPA
— 19 (underestimate)

 New Forest (Hampshire only) total: 343+



Why so many more than ever before?

1. More squares surveyed, more volunteers,
training given?

2. Regular communication leading to increased
survey effort?

3. Changing ground conditions and associated
relocation of territories?

4. More breeding habitat due to heavier grazing
and heathland creation

5. Mild winters leading to better winter survival




A Good News Story?

© Ade Parker




Further information

* Full report:
https://www.hlsnewforest.org.uk/hls-new-
forest-projects/surveys-and-monitoring/

* Nigel Matthews:
nigel@matthews-online.co.uk

 Hampshire Ornithological Society:
https://www.hos.org.uk/
New members and volunteers welcome!
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