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…but 2025 was the best year yet!
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Why was 2025 so good?

0

2

4

6

8

1945 1955 1965 1975 1985 1995 2005 2015 2025

N
u

m
b

er
 o

f 
yo

u
n

g 
fl

ed
ge

d

Year



LSW nestling diet 
– from caterpillars to aphids

Rossmanith et al J Ornithol 2007

Mike Read



Hatch date and defoliating 
caterpillar peak New Forest 
2025

Images: Steve Laycock, Matt Livesey



Hampshire habitat quality 2025-26
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Using results of Hampshire county survey to investigate relationship 
between features of occupied and unoccupied squares

Use large scale data on soil wetness, woodland structure, landscape 
composition, combined with a sample of squares surveyed in the field to 
provide information on woodland composition and structure and 
resources used by LS.

Compare habitat and resources between occupied and unoccupied 
squares to investigate whether wetness, woodland structure, woodland 
edges or food resources could be limiting.
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Population in New forest 2022

296 territories (95% range 276-315)



Field survey of habitat 2025
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No Effect on of habitat 
structure on number of Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker

And no difference in structure 
between nest sites and 
random points in New Forest

Only amount of woodland in 
the square affected number of 
territories.

Results 
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• Late winter 2026 record variation in birch 

and alder catkin abundance important for 

micromoths in pre-breeding season.

• Late winter 2026 record detailed deadwood 

resources available for nesting.

Resources surveys 2025/26



National Survey?
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Major funding proposal submitted to Species 
Recovery Programme in Feb 2026

• This covers pilot survey in 2027 to test 
survey methodology

• Full National survey in 2028

• Field data collection on invertebrate and 
dead wood resources provided by 
hydrological restoration
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