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➢ Facilities

➢ Fire exits

➢ Schedule

➢ Conference support

➢ Talks and Q&A

➢ Slides and abstracts

➢ Feedback

➢ Shortbread!

➢ Welcome from Kairos
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Introduction



Videography by Matt Roseveare (NFBF Associate)



Willow Bloomfield



Dimitri Moore



New Forest Biodiversity Forum1. Community development

2. Knowledge exchange

3. Data and evidence

Sponsored by Kairos Philanthropy with >£1M commitment in 2024-28
Hosting partner is Wild New Forest CIC

Independent - Inclusive - Community-driven - Evidence-led - Long-term



1. Community development

New Forest Biodiversity Forum



➢ Ian Barker   Ecologist, New Forest National Park Authority

➢Keith Betton   Chair, Hampshire Ornithological Society

➢Clive Chatters   Author, Naturalist, and Nature Conservationist

➢ Tracé Cooper-Williams Landscape & Species Recovery Manager, HIWWT

➢Nicky Court   Manager, Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre

➢ John Durnell   Senior Director of Operations, HIWWT

➢Pete Durnell   Team Manager, Hampshire County Council Countryside Service

➢Dr Naomi Ewald  Technical Director, Freshwater Habitats Trust

➢Andy Page   NFBF Associate, and New Forest Raptor Monitoring Programme

➢ Leanne Sargeant  Senior Ecologist, Forestry England

➢ Lyndsey Stride   Foundation for Common Land, and New Forest Commoner

➢ Jenny Thomas   New Forest Nature Recovery Senior Adviser, Natural England

➢Nick Tomalin   New Forest and Purbeck Conservation Officer, RSPB

New Forest Biodiversity Forum

NFBF Steering Group



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
NFBF Associates

Matt Roseveare



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
NFBF Associates

Tommy Saunders and Andy Page (NFRMP)



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
New Forest Volunteer Ecological Surveyor Programme (VESPA)



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
New Forest Volunteer Ecological Surveyor Programme (VESPA)



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
New Forest Volunteer Ecological Surveyor Programme (VESPA)

“As a Commoner walking out regularly to 

check my stock I felt that I could get 

involved in these surveys - admittedly it 

does slow up my pony searches somewhat, 

but I have certainly had my eyes opened to 

the nature we take for granted. The VESPA 

sessions are also great because there is 

always a lot of positivity regarding 

commoning and the importance of grazing 

stock. They are also perfect for us to 

explain commoning to others in the group 

and share our own knowledge.”

Suzanne Kemp

New Forest Commoner 

October 2025



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
New Forest Volunteer Ecological Surveyor Programme (VESPA)



www.newforestbiohub.org

2. Knowledge exchange

New Forest Biodiversity Forum

https://www.newforestbiohub.org/


New Forest Biodiversity Forum
New Forest Biodiversity Conference
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New Forest Biodiversity Conference



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Public engagement
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Public engagement



3. Data and evidence

New Forest Biodiversity Forum



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Strategic Research Programme and Small Grants

(£187k spent or committed)

• Have UK heath species adapted their seeds to be stimulated to germinate by fire?
Prof Claire Belcher (University of Exeter)

• Impact of dog swimming on macroinvertebrate communities in New Forest ponds
Dr Naomi Ewald (Freshwater Habitats Trust)

• New Forest Living Lab
Dr Becks Spake (University of Southampton)

• 24 Small Grant awards supporting 16 projects



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
New Forest Biodiversity Audit



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Beech deadwood surveys and videography



New Forest Species Survival Fund
£1.3M project: NPA + 5 partners, 30 landowners, 250ha of habitat

NFBF is match-funding three years of post-project monitoring (>£20k)

New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Match-funding of partnership projects



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Drivers of environmental change
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Drivers of environmental change



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Evidencing impacts of aquatic pollution

Lyndhurst WWTW CSO discharge site (27 Jan 2026)



Longwater Lawn (27 Jan 2026)

New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Evidencing impacts of aquatic pollution



Longwater Lawn (27 Jan 2026)

New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Evidencing impacts of aquatic pollution



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Evidencing impacts of aquatic pollution

18 Dec 2025 20 Dec 2025

Private site on Avon Water downstream of Flexford WWTW



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Evidencing impacts of aquatic pollution



➢ Regulatory failure has led to routine chemical pollution of NF ponds and floodplains

➢ Increasingly important monitoring role for conservationists, students, and citizen scientists

➢ Supported by NFBF/VESPA and novel partnerships, e.g. local Southern Water staff and NFDOG

New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Evidencing impacts of aquatic pollution



1. Be inspired
2. Be informed
3. Be involved

➢ Action!

New Forest Biodiversity Forum



New Forest Biodiversity Forum
Session 1: Delivering nature recovery at landscape scale

Videography by Matt Roseveare (NFBF Associate)
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