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New Forest Biodiversity Forum1. Community development

2. Knowledge exchange

3. Data and evidence

Sponsored by Kairos Philanthropy with >£1M commitment in 2024-28
Hosting partner is Wild New Forest CIC

Independent - Inclusive - Community-driven - Evidence-led - Long-term



1. Community development

New Forest Biodiversity Forum



üIan Barker   Ecologist, New Forest National Park Authority

üKeith Betton    Chair, Hampshire Ornithological Society

üClive Chatters    Author, Naturalist, and Nature Conservationist

üTracé Cooper-Williams  Landscape & Species Recovery Manager, HIWWT

üNicky Court    Manager, Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre

üJohn Durnell   Senior Director of Operations, HIWWT

üPete Durnell    Team Manager, Hampshire County Council Countryside Service

üDr Naomi Ewald  Technical Director, Freshwater Habitats Trust

üAndy Page   NFBF Associate, and New Forest Raptor Monitoring Programme

üLeanne Sargeant  Senior Ecologist, Forestry England

üLyndsey Stride   Foundation for Common Land, and New Forest Commoner

üJenny Thomas   New Forest Nature Recovery Senior Adviser, Natural England

üNick Tomalin    New Forest and Purbeck Conservation Officer, RSPB

New Forest Biodiversity Forum

NFBF Steering Group
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Tommy Saunders and Andy Page (NFRMP)
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άAs a Commoner walking out regularly to 

check my stock I felt that I could get 

involved in these surveys - admittedly it 

does slow up my pony searches somewhat, 

but I have certainly had my eyes opened to 

the nature we take for granted. The VESPA 

sessions are also great because there is 

always a lot of positivity regarding 

commoning and the importance of grazing 

stock. They are also perfect for us to 

explain commoning to others in the group 

and share our own knowledge.έ

Suzanne Kemp

New Forest Commoner 

October 2025
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