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Summary

➢ £1.3M project, 30 sites, >250 ha of habitat creation/restoration

➢ Wild New Forest delivered 80 days of SSF activity in 2024-25

➢ Ecological baseline surveys conducted across 15 SSF sites

➢ Visual walkover surveys for animals, plants, fungi

➢ Also, 10x trail cameras, 2x bat detectors, sweep netting, fungi DNA

➢ A total of 1160 species of animal, plant, and fungus recorded

➢ Over 200 records of 88 priority species



Wetland habitats



























Heathland habitats



















Woodland habitats

















Meadow habitats















Acoustic bat data





Acoustic bata data summary

➢ 2x acoustic detectors deployed at 11 SSF sites for 178 deployment nights

➢ Over 140,000 individual bat passes recorded

➢ Eight bat species detected with high confidence

➢ Greater Horseshoe Bat at two sites in northern New Forest (Wiltshire)

➢ Barbastelle recorded all sites, with 418 passes at one parkland site

➢ Data being shared with Hampshire Bat Group and Wiltshire Bat Group



Media coverage







Acknowledgements and next steps

➢ Many thanks to all landowners and project partners

➢ New Forest Biodiversity Forum is providing match-funding

➢ WNF delivering three years of post-project monitoring (2026-28)
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